
    

  

 

The first thing to say is that, having managed to cope with such an abrupt and unprecedented end to your 

Sixth Form career, you have demonstrated qualities which can be evidenced in any CV or interview at any 

point in your life:  Flexibility;   Resilience;  Problem-solving and Decision-making. Always try to turn a negative 

into a positive!  

The last of those, decision-making, about your next step is a process which requires: good quality information 

about opportunities; individual self-awareness and personal reflection. There will always be pros and cons 

and there is rarely one blanket ‘right’ decision for all, just a range of options, any one of which, or more, may 

be right for you, as an individual, at this particular point. So, I am going to set out some of the guidance 

considerations in terms of the main options you have ahead.   

University: 

  Keep in touch with your university, and department. The sector has been working really hard because 

they want to provide good quality information directly to their applicants. 

 Universities UK, represents all UK Universities. Keep in touch with what they are sharing:   
https://www.universitiesuk.ac.uk/ Their Chief Executive, wrote "Students can be confident that they 
will benefit from a high quality and positive experience at university this autumn, with the vast 
majority of universities planning to deliver much teaching, student support and social activities in-
person." (July 2020)  

 UCAS is independent from all universities and has a dedicated Coronavirus section 
https://www.ucas.com/coronavirus-updates-hub’ . The Chief Executive said at a Conference, ‘There 
has never been a better time to apply to H.E. … 2021 will be very competitive.’ However, it has to 
be the right option for you, as an individual, once everything is considered.    

 NUS, National Union of Students, also has a coronavirus section based on their on-going research 
https://www.nus.org.uk/en/searchresults/?q=Coronavirus   

 Finally, it’s really important that you don’t make assumptions that you would automatically be 
successful asking to defer your place because of Coronavirus: each course, each university will 
take an individual position. Also, the grades asked for in 2021 may not be the same. Take advice, 
don’t rush!   

H.E. Finance: 

 Make sure all parts of your application are complete, including those of your parents. If you are 

asked to submit documents in hard copy always use registered post. https://www.gov.uk/student-

finance  

 Your Loans are released only when you actually register at your university, so you can cancel your 

application at any time. Keep everything ‘live’ while you are considering options. 

Apprenticeships / Job search: 

 Use all contacts, be meticulous and proactive in your research and preparations.  

 Set up a database and make sure your one-page CV is perfect.  

 Research nationally for example: 

  https://careerfinder.ucas.com/jobs/apprenticeship/ and 

 https://www.gov.uk/topic/further-education-skills/apprenticeships 

 Research locally, for example: 

 https://www.startingoff.co.uk/news 
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 Attend on-line workshops and review all the links and guidance on TEAMS and in your Post-18 

options Pack 

 Do regular Google searches of the sector you are interested in e.g. https://jobs.nhs.uk  

 

Blended: travel / voluntary work / internships / part-time jobs / entrepreneurial activities 

 It is really important, not just after leaving school but also throughout adult life, that you try to avoid 

gaps in activity showing in your CV. So a combination of blended experiences is a positive option.  

 There are various sites to search for internships e.g.  

https://www.studentjob.co.uk/internship 

 Volunteering can be local, for example:  

https://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/councilservices/jobs-and-careers/volunteering 

              or national, for example:  

https://www.ncvo.org.uk/ncvo-volunteering/i-want-to-volunteer 

              or international, for example: 

https://www.volunteerforever.com/ 

 Young entrepreneurs are always encouraged and support is out there e.g.  

https://www.princes-trust.org.uk/help-for-young-people/support-starting-business 

 

I’ll leave the ‘Travel’ part of blended to you!  

 

Good luck over the next few weeks and months. Let us know how plans are going, what opportunities have 

landed and if you want to chat through anything. 

 

Very best wishes,  

Mrs Mann  

July 2020  
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